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Lesson Title: Analyzing Photographs - Kristallnacht
Disclaimer: Before continuing with this lesson plan, please review Guidelines for Teaching About the Holocaust — United States Holocaust Memorial Museum (ushmm.org).
Texas Holocaust Remembrance Week Lesson Alignment with Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills (TEKS) – Updated 2020
	Grade 
	Social Studies
	English Language Arts and Reading

	6
	World Cultures
6.1B, 6.2A, 6.2B, 6.7B, 6.8B, 6.9A-C, 10A, 13B-D, 6.15A, 6.16C, 6.19A-C, 6.21A-D
	6.2, 6.5B, 6.6C, 6.6E-F

	7
	Texas History
7.7E, 7.21A-D
	7.2, 7.5B, 7.5F, 7.6C, 7.6E-F

	8
	U.S. History to 1877
8.28A-E, 8.30A
	8.2, 8.5B, 8.5F, 8.6C, 8.6E-F

	9
	World Geography
10.B, 13A, 14A-C, 15B, 17A, 17C-D, 18A-B, 22B-C
	9.2, 9.4B, 9.4F, 9.5C, 9.5F

	10
	World History
1F, 10A, 10C, 11A-B, 12A-C, 15A, 17D, 18B, 21D, 25B, 28B-C, 30A
	10.2, 10.4B, 10.4F, 10.5C, 10.5E-F

	11
	U.S. History Since 1877
2B, 4F, 7A-D, 16B, 28A, 28B-C, 29B
	11.2, 11.4N, 11.4F, 11.5C, 11.5E-F

	12
	U.S. Government
11A-B, 19A-D, 21A
	12.1A, 12.4B-C, 12.5A-C, 12.8A



	LESSON FOCUS/GOALS:
·  Students will analyze photographs from November 8-9, 1938 (Kristallnacht) to better understand the series of events that led to the pogrom against German Jews and the historical impact of the event.

	MATERIALS/RESOURCES:
· Pre-Activity Jamboard (or printed copies of the image)
· Photograph Analysis Handout
· Copies (print or digital) of photographs
· Exit Ticket (print or digital)

	STRUCTURE & ACTIVITIES:
Suggested time: 45 minutes

Pre-Activity/Starter: Time & Place (For Jamboard)
1. Assign the Jamboard to students in your LMS.
2. Have students respond to the questions on each slide.
3. Review Responses as a class
4. Explain to students that today they are going to review additional photos from Kristallnacht to better understand the series of events that led to the destruction of Jewish-owned businesses and synagogues.
Alternative 1: Print the photo and attach them to a large piece of paper with each question written on the top. Have students walk around and write their responses to the questions. 
Alternative 2: Go through the Jamboard as a class and allow students to verbally share their responses.

Activity: Analysis of Historical Photographs
1. Assign one of the four photographs to each students.
2. Expert groups will be students with the same photographs. Home groups will be students with different photographs (one in each group)
3. Have students work in their expert group to complete the Photograph Analysis Handout. You can use the small group discussion questions to help guide the expert group conversations.
4. While groups are working, walk around the room and ask some questions about the photographs to help facilitate each group in their analysis.
5. Have students return to their home groups to compare/contrast their photos. You can use the small group discussion questions to help guide the home group conversations.
6. Come together as a class and discuss each photograph and have students respond to the questions on the Information about the photographs page. (Teacher Guide PPT)

Post-Activity/Exit Ticket: 3-2-1
1. Provide students with the 3-2-1 exit ticket, either in print or digital.
2. Ask students to complete the form with 3 things they learned, 2 things they want to learn more about, and 1 question they still have on the topic.

 




STUDENT HANDOUTS:

Photo Analysis Worksheet: Photo______
	 
People
	
Objects 
	
Activities 

	

 
	
	

			

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	



STUDENT HANDOUTS: 3-2-1 EXIT TICKET

Exit Ticket: 3-2-1
	3
	Things I learned today
· 

· 

· 

	2
	Things I want to learn more about
· 

· 

	1
	Question I still have
· 
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	3
	Things I learned today
· 

· 

· 

	2
	Things I want to learn more about
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LESSON RESOURCE

Small Group Discussion Questions

What do you notice in the photograph?

Study each person and object in the picture. What can you tell based on these observations.

What are the people doing?

What may have happened before this scene?

What does the photograph tell you about the life of these people?

What questions do you have about the photograph?

LESSON RESOURCE

Information about the Photographs 


Photo 1: On the morning after Kristallnacht, residents watch as the synagogue is destroyed by fire. The local fire department prevented the fire from spreading to a nearby home but did not try to limit the damage to the synagogue. Ober Ramstadt, Germany. November 10, 1938.

Question: Why would they not help the Jewish owned businesses?


Photo 2: Germans pass by the broken shop window of a Jewish-owned business that was destroyed during Kristallnacht.

Question: Why destroy a business?

Photo 3: German civilians watch as the furnishings of the Mosbach synagogue are burned in the town square. 

Question: Why would people go watch this?


Photo 4: Jewish men arrested during Kristallnacht are forced to march through the town streets under SS guard and to watch the desecration of a synagogue before their deportation.

Question: Why are so many people being arrested?
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